tripleC special issue “Karl Marx @ 200: Debating Capitalism & Perspectives for
the Future of Radical Theory”
Edited by Christian Fuchs & Lara Monticelli

May 5, 2018, marks the 200 birthday of Karl Marx. The journal tripleC:
Communication, Capitalism & Critique (http://www.triple-c.at) celebrates Marx’s
birthday and the critique of capitalism with a special issue, in which critical theorists
reflect on the relevance of Marx’s works and the Marxian critique of capitalism
today.
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The special issue’s main section will feature a debate between David Harvey and
Michael Hardt/Toni Negri, who will engage in a dialogue about Marx today and the
relevance of praxis and Marx’s theory for the critique of contemporary capitalism.
We invite the submission of abstracts (max. 250 words) for reflections on the
following questions:
-

How can Marx’s theory help us to understand capitalism today?

-

200 years after Marx's birth, what type of capitalism do we live in today?
What kind of and what focus of Marxian analysis and praxis do we need to
analyse and criticise capitalism?

-

On which elements of Marx’s theory and the 200-year long history of Marxian
theory can we today best draw in order to advance radical theory, the
analysis of capitalism and struggles for alternatives to capitalism?

The new capitalist crisis emerged in 2008 and the subsequent resulting politicaleconomic and ideological regimes of austerity, accompanied by the rise of new
nationalisms and authoritarian forms of capitalism, gave new momentum to critical

analyses of contemporary capitalism. These critiques are not limited to sociological
debates, but are starting to penetrate the public arena and mainstream discourse.
Current debates focus on the possibility to envision alternatives to rather than
alternatives of capitalism. In light of this, a re-examination of Marx’s legacy becomes
essential. Talking about Marx means, in fact, talking about class, capitalism,
reproduction of economic and social inequalities, crises, and alternatives to
capitalism.
Marx laid the foundations for the critique of capitalism’s political economy. His
approach has been used as foundation for the critical theory of capitalism and its
economic, political and cultural systems, its technological paradigms, the
human/nature relationship, as well as aspects of subject/object, time and space in
capitalism. Marx’s approach is inherently critical, which means that it analyses the
contradictions of capitalism, its crises tendencies, its struggles and the foundation of
alternatives to it. 200 years of development of Marxian theory have resulted in
numerous approaches, strands, interpretations, debates, and conflicts. Radical
scholars are called to engage and make an effort to advance theoretical perspectives
allowing a renewed understanding and critique of contemporary capitalism.
The editors welcome contributions in form of short reflection pieces (max. 5000
words) from different disciplines, fields and perspectives. These include, but are not
limited to: critical political economy; critical sociology; media/communication
studies; cultural studies; political science and international relations; social and
political philosophy; feminism; radical geography; class analysis; studies of racism;
critical linguistics; critical discourse analysis; anthropology; humanities; social
informatics; critical psychology; ecology and communalism; world systems studies;
study of the future of work and technology; radical history; critical surveillance
studies; democratic studies; study of movements of resistance; radical practices and
lifestyles; critical legal studies; radical organisation studies; critical arts; liberationtheology; etc.
Time schedule:
Deadline for abstract submission: November 15, 2017 (250 words, per e-mail to
Denise Rose Hansen, managing editor of tripleC: d.hansen@triple-c.at, please
include a submission title, your name and contact, a 100 word short bio, and an
abstract of 250 words; send the abstract and meta-data in a Word- or text-file [not in
a plain e-mail]).
Acceptance decisions: Until approx. November 30, 2017
We aim to include around 10-15 reflections. Naturally, if the number of submissions
is high, the editors will have to make a selection.
Submission of full reflection articles (maximum of 5,000 words, including all
references, footnotes and tables): January 30, 2018
Online publication of the special issue: May 5, 2018 (= Karl Marx’s 200th birthday).
In addition to the special issue that will be online and open access, the editors plan
to publish the contributions as a book in 2019.

